
WHO WE SERVE

Overwhelmingly, Scholars are the first generation

in their families to go to college.

Scholars are students from across Boston who

love school and come from historically

marginalized communities.

Scholars enter our programs as early as fifth grade

and continue all throughout college.

Beginning in fifth or sixth grade, we partner  with  motivated

students and families who are traditionally underrepresented and

underserved in higher education to help them   navigate the barriers

to college   success.

 

We provide rigorous academic programming to increase students’

chances of admission to a school that best fits their needs; social-

emotional and academic support through Advisor relationships and

a counselor-designed curriculum to   help Scholars thrive in their

schools; and college readiness and advising to ensure college

enrollment, persistence, and graduation.

 

Our National Partnership for   Educational Access connects the

people, practices, and innovations essential for eliminating barriers

to educational access and college and career success for underserved

students.

WHAT WE DO

We believe all students should have equal access to the benefits of

college, and that earning a college degree can transform the lives of

students and families.

 

Steppingstone prepares motivated students to access, navigate, and

graduate from college in order to foster a more just and equitable

society. Our goal is for Steppingstone Scholars to thrive in school and

ultimately graduate from a four-year college or university ready for

success.

 

Each Scholar commits at a young age to the hard work necessary to

earn their college degree. In return, we commit to supporting them

every step of the way during the more than 12 years they are with us.

Each year, we

serve more

than 1,600

Scholars

from all over

Boston
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93% 80%99%
of Scholars graduate

from high school

of Scholars enroll in

a four-year college

of Scholars graduate

college within six years

WHO WE ARE



When Scholars become Alumni, they join a network of more than 800 young professionals who have

similarly benefited from the academic rigors and sustained support that Steppingstone offered them.

They never leave the Steppingstone community, and the relationships forged–with teachers, Advisors,

and other Scholars–last a lifetime. 

 

Many Alumni find ways to give back and stay connected—to each other as well as to Steppingstone.

They serve as mentors, volunteers, donors, ambassadors, and more.

ALUMNI

are making a full-time

salary of $50,000 or more

63%

62%

75%
of Alumni are first-

generation college graduates

of Alumni live and

work in Boston

"I applied for a job at Steppingstone because it really

helped shape who I am. It's an organization that helped

me to be able to go to the schools that I did, have the

friends that I do, and even get such an amazing

scholarship to go to college. I thought maybe I'd be able

to make as big an impact on the next generation of

Scholars as Steppingstone had on me."Archibaldo Lora ’08,

Steppingstone Advisor

OUR COMMUNITY

70% of Scholars are nominated for Steppingstone

by their Boston public school teachers.

We provide summer and after-school programs

that prepare Scholars for the rigorous curriculum

taught by these schools.

Steppingstone partners with 46 public,

independent, parochial/Catholic, and charter

schools in the Boston area.

The National Partnership for Educational Access (NPEA) is a

membership association dedicated to promoting quality, success,

and growth amongst member organizations, partner schools, and

communities committed to educational access. NPEA provides

access to and participation in a collaborative learning community

where organizations, institutions, and individuals work to provide

and expand educational opportunities for motivated, underserved

students across the United States.

 

Through professional development, information sharing, research

and data analysis, and the dissemination of best practices, NPEA is

working towards a day when all students have equal access to high-

quality education and opportunities for college and beyond.

NPEA


