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for up- to -date news!
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Contact

Cait l in Wel ls at
cwel ls@tsf .org or

857-315-5016

The purpose of the Board
of Ambassadors is  to
increase awareness of and
support  for the miss ion of
The Steppingstone
Foundat ion.
 
Ambassadors serve as
representat ives of
Steppingstone to the
greater Boston communi ty,
generat ing enthusiasm and
support ing the
organizat ion’s fundrais ing
effor ts .

Board of Ambassadors
Mission

Meet the Co-Chairs

Pixley Schiciano has been an Ambassador since 2012 and has been
Co-Chair since 2015. Learn more about her and what inspired her to
work with Steppingstone below!
 
Q: How did you get involved with Steppingstone?

A: Through a business associate of my husband's and then
encouragement by friends. We also know a few Scholars who were in
class with our children. We watched them grow up and are thrilled to
see they are now giving back to Steppingstone. There is no greater
acknowledgment that their lives have been impacted than that they're
now inspired to make that impact on future generations!

Q: Why have you continued to stay involved with Steppingstone?

A: The impact on people's lives is so hugely, clearly visible. I'm also proud to be a part of an
organization with such successful, powerful female leadership!
 
Q: What book is currently on your nightstand?

A: The Dutch House by Ann Patchett

Pixley Schiciano

The Dutch House

Susan Boney joined the Board of Ambassadors in 2016 before
stepping up as Co-Chair in 2019. Find out more about Susan below!
 
Q: How did you get involved with Steppingstone?

A: Several years ago, friends and colleagues introduced my husband,
Paisley, and me to Steppingstone as it was an important organization
to them—I was immediately captured by the breadth and depth to
which Steppingstone works with its scholars both while they are in the
program and after. It was hard for me to fathom how Steppingstone
could manage to be alongside and behind their scholars through so
many pivotal transitions in a young person's life. It’s incredible! Visiting

Susan Boney

the program over the summer and during the school year further emphasized the huge importance
of what Steppingstone is doing as well as their incredible need for support.
 
Q: What's your favorite Steppingstone memory?

A: My favorite Steppingstone moments are hands down meeting and being around the Scholars.
They see no end to what they’re capable of with Steppingstone by their side, and there is nothing
better. 
 
Q: What book is currently on your nightstand?

A: Currently on my nightstand (and on my kindle because it is huge) is Ninth Street Women by
Mary Gabriel. It's a juicy depiction of male and female modern American artists with a particular
focus on five female artists—both on their careers and the careers of their significant others.

Ninth Street Women

What's Happening at Steppingstone:

Admission Season

February means admissions season at
Steppingstone! Each year, we receive more than
1,000 inquiries and 400 applications from
fourth- and fifth-graders across Boston to fill the
150 spots in the next class of Scholars.150 spots

Steppingstone’s admissions process is a lot of
work. First up? Staff pitched in to help the
admissions team read every application during
January. From there, 250 students are selected
as finalists and move on to the interview round
with their families.

250 students

For one whole month, staff will then conduct interviews with each candidate  and their family.
During this time, we get a sense of the student’s personality, and we can determine how well they
will fit in our program.

interviews with each candidate

After all interviews are conducted, the admissions committee holds
lengthy meetings to discuss each student and determine who is
accepted for the next class of Scholars. Letters of acceptance will
go out in March! 

Letters of acceptance

In June, Steppingstone makes the move to Milton Academy for
Summer Site. But before site officially begins, staff host an orientation for all new Scholars and
their families. During this event, Scholars have the opportunity to learn about summer activities
and classes, meet the staff, and hear from older Scholars. This year, Summer Site will begin on
July 6, and Commencement will be held on August 15.July 6 August 15

All students who are not accepted will receive a packet of
resources with information about other programs in Boston, and
some fourth-graders are encouraged to apply again next year. 

If you’re interested in visiting us at Milton this
summer, please let us know. We can set up a
tour and introduce you to some of our amazing
staff and Scholars. It’s the best way to see
Steppingstone’s mission in action—we hope you
can join us!

set up a

tour
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A Conversation with Steppingstone Scholars
Scholar Panel hosted by TA Associates

February 19

NPEA Dinner
Chestnut Hill, MA

February 26

NPEA National Conference
Boston, MA

April 15 – 17

Steppingstone Annual Meeting
With keynote address from Angel Perez

April 17

Summer site visits begin
Milton Academy

July 2020

What are the differences between systemic and personal racism that are discussed in the
book?
Why is systemic racism so hard to fight?What made the local public schools of Bronzeville
such an integral part of the neighborhoods that made the community work so hard to keep
them open? 
How does this book affect your ideas of school choice and school funding? Should test scores
be used to determine which schools close? Why or why not?
How does this book relate to the work being done at Steppingstone? What do you bring to
this work?

Keep in mind the following discussion questions to get you thinking as you read:

1.

2.

3.

4.

 
Make sure to follow us on social media to see what we’re reading next month!

Twelve-year -old Elainny
Guzman is f rom a
Dominican immigrant
fami ly that places a high
value on educat ion. But i t
wasn' t  always smooth
sai l ing for Elainny.
 
" I  was a l i t t le ant i - social
and kept to mysel f ," she
ref lects of her t ime in
four th grade. Her parents
soon began looking for
ways to support  her and
fur ther cul t ivate a posi t ive
academic environment.
That's when they learned
about the Col lege Success
Academy (CSA).
 
With the help of her
parents,  E lainny appl ied
to CSA for f i f th grade and
was accepted as a
Scholar."Steppingstone is
a whole second fami ly,"
she says. " I t  feels
amazing that everyone
wants you to succeed."
 
Now in s ix th grade at the
Jackson/Mann School,
Elainny is await ing the
resul ts  of the Independent
School Entrance Exam
(ISEE).  Her hope is to earn
admission to a Boston
publ ic exam school.
 
But regardless of which
school is  the r ight f i t  for
her, E lainny knows that
Steppingstone wi l l  a lways
support  her on her path to
col lege.

Elainny Guzman
CSA Class 8

Upcoming Events

Steppingstone Book Club:

February pick

Scholar Spotlight

This February, we’re reading Ghosts In The Schoolyard by Dr. Eve L.
Ewing. Dr. Ewing, who spoke at NPEA’s 11th Annual National
Conference in 2019, is a poet, visual artist, essayist, sociologist, and
educator based in Chicago.
 
Ghosts In The Schoolyard details the resistance efforts of the residents
of Bronzeville, a historically significant African-American community on
the South Side of Chicago, after they received notice that 53 schools in
their district would be shuttered. This left approximately 12,000
children in the nation’s third-largest school district, including the
children of Bronzeville, without schools due to what the city deemed
budget limitations, building underutilization, and concerns about
academic concerns.

Ghosts In The Schoolyard

Ghosts In The Schoolyard

Becker Col lege

Bowdoin Col lege

Curry Col lege (3)

Fisher Col lege

Harvard Univers i ty

High Point  Univers i ty

Keene State Col lege

Massachuset ts  Col lege of

Pharmacy & Heal th

Sciences

Quincy Col lege

Regis Col lege

Saint  Anselm Col lege

Stanford Univers i ty

Suf folk Univers i ty

Syracuse Univers i ty

Tuf ts  Univers i ty

Univers i ty of Massachuset ts

Amhers t  (3)

Dartmouth

Lowel l

Univers i ty of New Haven

Wake Forest  Univers i ty

Wentworth Ins t i tu te of

Technology

Scholars have been
accepted into the

following schools so
far this year:

Abbie Stoner

Abbie Stoner

Abbie Stoner

Abbie Stoner
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Abbie Stoner


